
HISTORY

Henning Larsen established the company in 1959 after a 
study trip to the United States. He started out with only one 
architecture student among his staff. Today, Henning Larsen 
Architects is one of Europe’s leading architectural companies. 

Henning Larsen Architects has always been characterised by curiosity and vision. Most of the 
company’s projects are based on competitions and the international focus has been present right 
from the beginning. One of the first competitions won by Henning Larsen Architects was Stockholm 
University in 1961. The first prize resulted in an international breakthrough.  
 
Already in 1960, the company won the competition for the school, Klostermarksskolen, in the 
Danish town of Roskilde. Achieving a close relationship to the educational field was part of the 
company philosophy from the outset and the development of new ideas and teaching methods has 
continuously influenced and renewed the company’s architecture. Furthermore, a number of 
employees at Henning Larsen Architects occasionally give lectures at the Royal Danish Academy of 
Arts in addition to their work as architects. From 1968 to 1995, Henning Larsen was engaged as a 
professor at the Royal Danish Academy of Fine Arts. In 2008, Partner and Director Louis Becker 
was appointed adjunct professor in the Department of Architecture and Design at Aalborg 
University.  
 
Many students and young architects have found their way to Henning Larsen Architects. They have 
taken part in creating a creative, dynamic environment in the company where new ideas and new 
knowledge always play a central role. Henning Larsen Architects constantly seeks to keep abreast 
of world developments –professionally as well as culturally. Over the years, Henning Larsen 
Architects has designed a large number of significant projects all over the world, including several 
educational institutions – from primary schools to universities - and cultural buildings – from 
museums to libraries and large, monumental concert halls.  
 
Henning Larsen Architects has worked in the Middle East since the 1970s. In 1980, the company 
won the international competition for the new Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Saudi Arabia. In 1984, 
the Ministry of 85,000 m2 was completed. In 2006, Henning Larsen Architects won the 
competition for a large masterplan for a new financial district in Riyadh. In 2008, the company 
opened a subsidiary in Riyadh.  
 

 


