
KING ABDULLAH FINANCIAL DISTRICT

MASTERPLANS

Henning Larsen Architects' masterplan unites the Arabian 
urban traditions with the modern metropolis giving the Saudi 
capital Riyadh a public open space and a characteristic 
skyline with a new outstanding landmark. 

Henning Larsen Architects has devised a set of guidelines for sustainability. 
 
The heart of the district is a transformation of the Arabian wadi Hanifa transversing the area. The 
district will become an active and attractive urban space comprising financial institutions, residential 
and recreational areas, shops, restaurants, hotels, conference and sports facilities. 
 
The district will feature something as unique as a Saudi Arabian monorail connecting the various 
areas of the district. All buildings and monorail stations are linked together by air-conditioned 
footbridges above street level enabling walking distance to all meetings in the Financial District – 
quite extraordinary for Riyadh. 

Location Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Client Capital Market Authority og
Public Pensions Agency

Gross floor area 1,600,000 m2

Year of design 2006 - 2010

Type of
assignment

First prize in international
competition


